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Music Made for the Text: Discussion of the Temperament and Ritual Class of liu 
yue (Six Music? in The Rites of Zhou/CHEN Hongyin 

Abstract: Liu yue (six music)is a ritual system comprising rites and music, which is recor- 
ded in Da Siyue || | [ (The Grand Director of Music) of Chun Guan [] [] (Spring Ad- 
ministrators) ,one of the chapters of Zhou Li լ || (The Rites of Zhou).Liu yue had a 
profound influence on the sacrificial rite music since the Eastern Han Dynasty. However. 
the temperament of /iu yue could not be explained in terms of the prevailing tempera- 
ment shi er lü [] ը [] (twelve musical tones). Hence it has always provoked discussion. By 
examining liu yue and restoring the twelve musical tones in The Rites of Zhou .this pa- 
per points out that the order of the twelve tones recorded in The Rites of Zhou is differ- 
ent from that of the prevailing twelve pitches. The temperament of liu yue is not a faith- 
ful record of music at that time, but a kind of specially designed“ music for a text”, writ- 
ten by the author of the book based on his own ideal rites and music. This hints at the“hi- 
erarchical”ideology of the author of The Rites of Zhou. 

Keywords: Zhouli (The Rites of Zhou) ;/iu yue(six music) ;liu dai zhi yue (music of Six 
Dynasties) ; shi er ያሸ (twelve musical tones) 
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